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Breakfast Success!   
I am happy to report that our district was mentioned in an annual publication of the non-profit child 
research and action organization Advocates for Children of New Jersey, as being a Breakfast Champion. 
We placed 5

th
 in the top twenty districts in our category, those with an eligible free/reduced meal 

population of between 20-49%.  According to the report, 68% of our students eligible for free or reduced 
meals received breakfast last year.  This is due in large part to the expansion of our Breakfast in the 
Classroom Program at Franklin Middle School and Sampson G. Smith School last year.  Thanks to our 
Director of Food Services, Margaret DeBlasi, and her staff. 
 
Upcoming Events   
This weekend, November 20-22, Franklin High School will present its Fall Drama, The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe.  Shows are at 7:30 PM on Friday and Saturday and 2:30 PM on Sunday.   
 
Franklin Middle School’s Fall production, Season of Miracles, will be performed on December 4-6 at 7:00 
PM on the 4

th
 and 5

th
 and at 2:00 PM on Sunday, December 6

th
.  More information about these 

performances is available on the district website. 
 
In conjunction with the Marine Corps Toys for Tots Campaign, Franklin High School Sisters in Training for 
Life club will be collecting new toys for their holiday toy drive up until December 1.  See the Franklin High 
School website for details.    
 
Sorority Honors Our Own  
At a recent Scholarship Dinner of the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa - Epsilon Alpha Chapter of 
Somerset, New Jersey, our own Conerly Road School Principal, Dr. Donna Silva-Burnett, was given the 
Citation Award.  The award is presented to individuals for their educational work, leadership and serving 
as a role model for students and educators. 
   
MacAfee Road School Teacher, Ms. Torrie Hurd, and parent, Tracy Muse, from Franklin High School’s 
Project Graduation were honored with other awards that evening.   
 
In the Press   
A recent article in the Franklin Reporter and Advocate featured two of our students from Conerly Road 
School who have achieved success in track - Adriana and Qiora Rollins.  They were also recognized by 
the Board last year for their athletic accomplishments.  
 
International Organization’s Gala   
Last year, Franklin Middle School Social Studies teacher, Shena Samora. nominated her student, 
Natasha Ishaq, for Upstander of the Year, through the organization Facing History & Ourselves.  This is 
an international educational and professional development organization whose mission is to engage 
students of diverse backgrounds in an examination of racism, prejudice, and anti-Semitism in order to 
promote the development of a more humane and informed citizenry. 
   
Natasha's excellent work led to numerous interviews and she made it up to the top three students 
nationwide.  Natasha impressed the board so much that she, her father and Ms. Samora were able to 
attend a gala event hosted by the organization earlier this month.  
 
To College  
Franklin High School hosted two instant decision days recently, and I am proud to congratulate Nicol Diaz 
and Nenneh Mustapha on their admittance to New Jersey City University.  Nenneh was also accepted to 
William Patterson University, as were her classmates, Daniel John, Marisol Morris and Gregory Williams 
during the instant acceptance day for that university.   
 



To the White House   
The Madrigals Singers of Franklin High School, an acapella renaissance group which travels to many 
community events throughout the year, will perform at the White House on December 22, 2015.  This is 
the second White House performance for the group, which is led by Franklin High School teacher and 
director, Timothy Walton.  The group has previously performed at the Christmas Party for the Governor of 
NJ, the State Building and the United Nations in New York City. 
 


